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The trade of tourist service, which is an important component of the trade in 
service for a nation, is drawing much more attention from all the nations than ever 
before. As a developing country, China started its trade of tourist service later than the 
developed countries. Although China’s total trade of tourist service enjoyed a 
favorable growth in the past 3 decades, to compare with other developed countries 
that are competitive in international tourism, China still lags far behind from those 
countries. It is high time to carry out research on how to increase China’s trade of 
tourist service exports in order to enhance the tourism competitiveness. 
Since the Reform and Opening-up Policy, Guangdong enjoyed a rapid growth in 
economy, making Guangdong to be the leading province in China. As one of the most 
competitive provinces in tourism, Guangdong received the most foreign exchange 
earnings from the international tourism and overseas tourist arrivals compared with 
other provinces in China. To focus on the research on Guangdong’s competitiveness 
in trade of tourist service, we can summarize the development pattern which is worthy 
of being studied by other provinces.  
The dissertation selects all the 21 cities in Guangdong province as samples, and 
builds up an evaluation system of trade of tourist service, the 4 aspects of the system 
concludes city foundation competitiveness, city environment competitiveness, tourism 
resources competitiveness, and tourism service competitiveness. The input data of the 
dissertation will contain the new trends of tourism such as the index related to air 
pollution. After inputting all the data into the system, a factor analysis will be used to 
determine main affecting factors for city tourism competitiveness, and make a ranking 
of tourism competitiveness of all the 21 cities. 
According to the ranking of tourism competitiveness of 21 cities in Guangdong, 
the dissertation will then classify them into 4 groups, further suggestions of enhancing 
competitiveness of trade of tourist service will be given to different groups. The 
dissertation also discusses the importance of environmental protection and city 
tourism cooperation in enhancing tourism competitiveness. 
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